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TRACING PATTERN 
1)  Size the tracing pattern for your project.

2) Transfer scull design to leather.

3)  Either transfer feather designs or transfer   

them to a separate piece of leather to 

be appliquéed into position later.

From Tony Laier’s Bench:
Tool A 3-Dimensional Cow Skull 

with Miniature Feathers

TOOLING THE SCULL:
1)  Use modeling tools to form and accent the  

 skull shape. Use a swivel knife for cut lines.  

 Use a backgrounder for inside skull nostral  

 areas. Use a hair blade on feathers.

2) Use tip of modeling tool to put lines in horns.

3)  Cut out skull using a craft knife.

MOLDING:
1)  For more depth to the skull, use a  modeling  

 spoon on the backside of the cut-out skull 

 leather. 

2) Lightly dampen the leather on backside only  

 and gently stroke leather with spoon until  

 desired shape is achieved.

COLORING:
1)  Use a wash of water and Cova Color® White 

 for the skull. Add a drop of black, brown or  

 other desired color to a second white wash 

 for shadow areas.

2)  Accent with full strength color (either Cova  

 Color, Leather Dyes or Hi-Lite Color Stains).

3) If feathers are separate, allow all parts to 

 dry completely before assembling. Use 

 Contact or White Leathercraft Cement for  

 final placement.

MAKING SEPARATE MINIATURE FEATHERS:
1)  Create leather feather grain using a hair blade.

2)  Cut out feather shapes using a craft knife.

3)  Paint feathers using Eco-FloTM Leather Dyes along  

 with diluted White Cova Color.

OPTION: Use small real white feathers. Color ends of 
feathers with Bison Brown Leather Dye or Cova Color 
to resemble Golden Eagle feathers.
4)  Wrap feather ends with small pieces of red felt for

 realism. Secure the felt with stripped down pieces  

 of (artificial) sinew or waxed thread. 

5)  Attach feathers to horns using waxed thread, 

 (artificial) sinew or thin strips of leather.


